
 
 
 
 
 
 

National Education Opportunities Network  
Annual General Meeting 

Minutes   
 
Date: Thursday, 13 November 2025 
Time: 10:00 am – 11:00 am (Online) 
Chair: Sir Les Ebdon 
Attendees: Please see Appendix A 
 

 
1. Welcome 

• Meeting opened by Les Ebdon. 
• Attendees reminded that participation is voluntary. 

 

 
2. Chair’s Report (Les Ebdon) 
Paper 1 - Chair’s Report  

• Highlights:  
o Launch of World Access to Higher Education Network (WAHEN) event 

with 60 in-person and 1,042 online attendees. 
o Two NEON Award ceremonies held at the Palace of Westminster. 
o Cancellation of winter online conference and two summits due to low 

interest. 
o Advocacy for preserving BTEC pathways through Protect Student Choice 

campaign. 
o Membership remains strong at 130 institutions (89 universities), despite 

a decrease in membership renewals. 
o Financial surplus of £6,571 after expenditure of £227,786; reserves 

remain healthy. 
o Professor Graeme Atherton, the founding Director of NEON, resigned in 

February 2025. The Trustees have appointed Martin Webster, previously 
Deputy Director, as Director. 

• Questions:  
o Vicky Blake asked about timeline for new membership offers. Les 

confirmed trustees will review options (e.g., platinum membership) at 
next meeting. 

 

 

https://www.educationopportunities.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Paper-1-Chairs-Report.pdf


3. Director’s Report (Martin Webster) 
Paper 2 - Director’s Report  

• Staffing changes: Departure of Tatiana Tolkecheva; appointment of Carole 
Wilkinson and re-engagement of Maria-Anna Petrou. 

• Events:  
o Average 21 delegates per training session. 
o Summer Symposium at University of Salford highly successful. 
o NEON Awards hosted by Adam Thompson MP. 

• Advocacy:  
o Presence at Labour Party Conference; focus on widening access in policy 

discussions. 
• Membership:  

o Slight decline due to institutional budget cuts, not dissatisfaction. 
• Social Media:  

o Shift from Twitter/X to LinkedIn for targeted engagement. 
• Questions:  

o Vicky Blake asked about mid-career training options and social media 
presence on BlueSky. Martin noted review of course naming and 
openness to exploring other platforms. 

 

 
4. Financial Report (Martin Webster) 
Paper 3 - Financial Report  

• Income streams: Membership, events, symposium. 
• Major expenditure: Payroll and Summer Symposium hosting. 
• Surplus achieved; hosting agreement with University of West London signed. 
• No objections raised; report accepted. 

 

 
5. Election of Trustees (Les Ebdon) 

• Ratified appointments (equal candidates and vacancies):  
o Naomi Clements – University of Southampton 
o Alex Holland-Leavens – Nottingham Trent University 
o Dani Marie Mannion – University of Manchester 

• Co-opted Trustees:  
o Jenny Shaw – Unite Students 
o Chloe Riley – Pragmatix Advisory 
o Nick Brasby – Former VC, Bucks New University 

• Trustees welcomed; brief introductions given by Alex, Jenny, and Chloe. 
 

 
6. Any Other Business 

• No additional items raised. 
• Meeting closed with thanks from the Chair. 

 

https://www.educationopportunities.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Paper-2-Directors-Report.pdf
https://www.educationopportunities.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/Paper-3-Financial-Report.pdf


 
Appendix A 
 

First name Last name Organisation 
Beckie Bartle Oxford Brookes University 
Vicky Blake University of Leeds 
Emma Britain The University of Manchester 
Rachel Brookes Harper Adams University 
Peter Doyle University of Liverpool 
Emily Dunbar University of Surrey 
Les Ebdon NEON 
Felicity Flynn University of Southampton 
Kathryn Gardiner Nottingham Trent University 
Katie Groves Anglia Ruskin University 
Helena Hampson University of Greater Manchester 
Ailsa Hogg The University of Sheffield 
Alex Holland-Leavens Nottingham Trent University 
Anne Kildunne Humber Outreach programme 
Alexandra Lyons Imperial College London 
Danielle Mannion The University of Manchester  
Elliot May Liverpool John Moores University 
Hannah Merry Higher Horizons, Keele University 
Trish Nicolaides University of Southampton 
Khasiba Omar University of Law 
Maria-Anna Petrou NEON 
Wendy Price University of Sunderland 
Melissa Rankin Liverpool John Moores University 
Alice Reilly Northeastern University London 
Chloe Riley Pragmatix Advisory 
Jenny Shaw Unite Students  
Sierra Smucker University of Brighton 
Ant Sutcliffe Higher Horizons, Keele University 
Anna-Marie Toyne Sheffield Hallam University 
Martin Webster NEON 
Mariana Werdine King's College London 
Sean Williamson University of Chester 
Hannah Wilson University of Salford 
Anna Wooley Edge Hill University 

 


