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Degree outcomes by ethnicity



Employment outcomes by ethnic group
Unexplained percentage point difference in employment rates, by employment rate 
measure and ethnicity

Source: HEFCE 2015/23 ‘Differences in employment outcomes – Equality and diversity characteristics’



Number of students with mental health issues

Source: HESA Student record (2008-09 to 2015-16



HE outcomes by disability status
Percentage point difference of the outcome from the sector-adjusted average 
for the four outcomes, by disability status

Source: HEFCE 2013/15 ‘Higher education and beyond – Outcomes from full-time first degree study’



A sense of regret?
Likelihood of making different HE choices: Percentage point differences relative to white graduates

Source: Longitudinal DLHE



Differential outcomes critical review

Explanatory factors:
• Curricula and Learning
• Relationships
• Cultural, social and economic capital
• Psycho-social and identity factors
Effective Interventions:
• Improvement to student learning
• Inclusive learning and curricula
• Deconstructing assessment 
• Meaningful interactions 
• Role models and mentoring  
• Engagement with institution
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• Systematic and strategic approaches

• Scaling up of successful interventions 

• Identify how interventions can be 
validated, replicated, transmitted and 
embedded

• Collaborative



Three stage assessment process
Stage 1: 48 Expressions of interest received in September 2016

Stage 2: 31 projects attended two-day development workshop: explored 
project concepts, robust evaluation methodology, student engagement, 
strategic engagement

Stage 3: 30 full business cases submitted December 2016. Reviewed by 
expert panel and approval by Catalyst Fund Panel

Outcomes:

• 17 successful projects received £7.5 million HEFCE 
catalyst funding

• 15 HEIs and 2 FECs leading projects / 64 HE providers 
involved overall / 23 additional organisations also 
involved



Project themes

Project themes

• Transitions in HE

• Student attainment

• Learner analytics

• Inclusive practice

• Mental health

• Employability













http://www.see.leeds.ac.uk/virtual-landscapes/

“This project will scale up inclusive educational 
practices within STEM module design and 
delivery to benefit all students, while lowering 
and removing barriers impeding particular 
groups, notably students with disabilities, 
including students with mental health issues
and specific learning difficulties”
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Programme timeline

• March 2017 – February 2019

Evaluation

• External programme evaluation

• Formative evaluation 

• Capacity building

Programme network

• Sharing best practice

• Linking with other related programmes



Thank you for listening
r.smith@hefce.ac.uk

Follow us on Twitter at 

@hefce


