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00:30:58 NEON: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/QTSN2F2  

00:31:33 Romina (she/her): I think I have completed this before. 

00:32:02 Romina (she/her): :) ok will complete this one then 

00:32:16 Daniele Atkinson  (she/her): what's your definition of 'small cohort' 

00:32:34 Daniele Atkinson  (she/her): thanks! 

00:32:37 549377: Sorry, just joined - is there a feedback form to do? Can't see 

anything 

00:32:44 NEON: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/QTSN2F2  

00:32:52 549377: Thankyou 

00:34:20 Natalie Aldridge: Q6 is only single answer but should be multiple? 

00:34:47 Andrew Avery (CAO): spooky! 

00:35:51 Natalie : Q11 might need to be multiple answer too 

00:36:01 Romina (she/her): I have the same with Q6 

00:36:17 lozanoc: Q6 doesn't allow me to select more than 1 

00:36:18 Lydia Wakefield (she/her): I had the same issue - so selected just one 

00:36:37 Wendy Heasmer University Of Brighton: Ditto to Lydia 

00:36:44 Samuel Fahy: Think it can't be multiple choice on Survey monkey - has to be a 

check box style question 

00:38:14 Natalie : Generally our approach is to offer larger programmes and then 

analyse the results by different sub-groups.  Off the top of my head we do not do much specific 

evaluation with small specialised groups, other than one project which I have mentioned in my 

survey answer. 

00:38:30 Samuel Fahy: Maybe in the meantime we can use the 'other' answer and type in 

the free text box manually 

00:40:00 Liz: Can I part complete this now and get back to you with the finer detail after 

the meeting as most of these evaluations are completed within individual teams so I'm not 100% on 

the specifics. 

00:40:21 Liz: Great thank you! 

00:40:38 Andrew Avery (UoCambridge): just fyi, I ploughed on with the survey as is but lost 

my answers when hitting submit as SurveyMonkey told me some of the questions had changed on 

that page. Recommend copy/pasting answers into word doc before hitting Done! 

00:42:05 Lydia Wakefield (she/her): Yes 
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00:42:13 Helen Bowman (University of Leeds): Me too!! 

00:44:20 Daniele Atkinson  (she/her): Are the team at MMU  social scientists or Widening 

Access professionals? 

00:47:09 Emma Church: If you have any questions for Martin, please post them here. 

00:53:37 Daniele Atkinson  (she/her): That's good, its useful to have people who know 

about this type of thing 0 Thank you! 

00:53:57 Daniele Atkinson  (she/her): We've struggled to engage our own social scientists 

00:54:05 lozanoc: How will the evaluation guidance (produced by MMU) be 

distributed? 

00:55:09 Kate Dunbavan: Will MMU be piloting with pre-entry and post-entry activity? 

00:55:17 Natalie : Not a question, but I am sure the findings of this will be really useful. 

We struggle with evaluating smaller projects due to low response rates / engagement with 

evaluation, so i'm intrigued to see if that is addressed. 

00:56:26 Helen Bowman (University of Leeds): I would be interested to know whether 

colleagues really think we can show cause and effect? I think we can identify useful factors that may 

potentially have impact, but I am more sceptical about being able to identify what actually does 

have impact and whether this can be generalised. 

00:57:07 Natalie Aldridge: Definitions are important,  What specifically do we mean by 

evaluation (different types will have different implications for this project) and the threshold of what 

is considered small is important.  Is there any direction from TASO in terms of what they think 

evaluation with small cohorts can achieve/tell us?  Will it be considered strong evidence if done 

well? 

00:58:10 Ashleigh Hope - Guildhall School: Will the suggestions be applicable to much 

smaller projects? If 50 is the marker of a small project, there is a chance that is still won't be suitable 

for the majority of my projects where there are max. 20 participants, and with all different 

characteristics. My biggest project is 180ish participants, so even evaluating that/showing causality 

is challenging... 

00:59:33 Natalie Aldridge: I think 50 is still a pretty large cohort... 

01:00:31 Natalie Aldridge: Thanks, 

01:02:31 Ben Edwards: Sorry had to step out for a moment so apologies if this has been 

covered by I think Helen's point is a really good one. 

01:03:06 Helen Bowman (University of Leeds): I would be interested to know which sectors 

you were referring to Martin - where this has been possible. 

01:04:37 Kate Dunbavan: Not sure if this one was missed Martin, but I asked the following 

earlier: Will MMU be piloting with pre-entry and post-entry activity? 

 

01:05:13 Kate Dunbavan: Excellent, thanks! 

01:07:49 Helen Bowman (University of Leeds): Will there be a pilot that focuses on mature 

students (rather than younger students)? 



01:09:11 Lydia Wakefield (she/her): Echoing Helen's question - will this also take PG in to 

consideration, as well as UG? 

01:10:34 Lydia Wakefield (she/her): Great thanks 

01:12:24 Andrew Avery (UoCambridge): hadn't heard of it until a recent TASO HE conference 

but it looks really useful 

01:12:53 Andrew Avery (UoCambridge): https://www.3ieimpact.org/evidence-

hub/publications/working-papers/addressing-attribution-cause-and-effect-small-n-impact  

the above was a useful overview of the different types I found 

01:13:53 Andrew Avery (UoCambridge): need to dash to another meeting but thanks all, 

keen to see what MMU and NEON come up with after the pilots complete 

01:15:00 Helen Bowman (University of Leeds): Can we know who at MMU is working on 

this? 

01:16:00 549377: Thanks for posting that paper 

01:50:27 Daniele Atkinson  (she/her): Notes from Group 2  

1) Range 

a. Some Institutions have centralised evaluation support 

b. Some have some evaluation activity in deptartments / faculties 

c. Each group had people in their organisations who are evaluation professionals 

2) UniConnect or Universities lead the evaluation – these people may be doing this as an 

external / independent evaluator or as part of the delivery team. 

3) People didn’t have an idea of Small N as a ‘thing’ until after the TASO conference. 

4) One group had ‘tried’ to do small N evaluation using a control group and tried to compare 

outcomes at the end of the programme (summer school) – challenge was the numbers left at the 

end. 

Another group was looking at designing one for an event with care leavers, using triangulation to 

gather lots of different data including student perspectives, case enquires, picking out key themes 

02:02:10 Ben Edwards: TASO seems simply to mean 'small cohorts': 

https://taso.org.uk/news-item/new-research-partnership-small-n-impact-evaluation/.  

02:14:52 lozanoc: Just wanted to double check, when will the MMU resources be 

shared? 

02:18:47 Ashleigh Hope - Guildhall School: Thank you! Look forward to seeing the 

research 

02:19:08 Liz: Thank you. See you all soon. 

02:19:14 Becca Moss: Thank you! 

02:19:14 Rebecca Middleton (neaco): thank you! 

02:19:19 lozanoc: Thanks everyone 

02:19:21 Ben Edwards: Thanks. 
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