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Higher education entry 

Source: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/852633/WP2019-MainText.pdf

Percentage of 15 year old state-funded and special school 
pupils who entered high tariff HE providers by age 19 by 
Free School Meal status

Percentage of 15 year old state-funded and special school 
pupils who entered HE by age 19 by Free School Meal status 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/852633/WP2019-MainText.pdf


School attainment 

Source: https://epi.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/EPI-Annual-

Report-2019-infographic.pdf

What has happened to the disadvantage gap?



Student and family expectations



Regulating higher education 



Funding higher education 



Sourcez: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/879627/Exceptional_arrangements_for_exam_grading_and_assessment_in_2020.pdf; 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/universities-told-not-to-alter-applicants-offers; https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/media/26b1c2e5-e693-4504-980f-41c2d0afd593/moratorium-extension-
03042020.pdf

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/879627/Exceptional_arrangements_for_exam_grading_and_assessment_in_2020.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/universities-told-not-to-alter-applicants-offers
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/media/26b1c2e5-e693-4504-980f-41c2d0afd593/moratorium-extension-03042020.pdf


Sources: https://www.suttontrust.com/our-research/covid-19-and-social-mobility-impact-brief/, https://www.suttontrust.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/COVID-19-and-Social-
Mobility-1.pdf

https://www.suttontrust.com/our-research/covid-19-and-social-mobility-impact-brief/
https://www.suttontrust.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/COVID-19-and-Social-Mobility-1.pdf


Sources: https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/media/3353f2e8-179a-4fbd-b257-a2951d18868e/f3-f4-notice-new-reporting-requirements-march2020.pdf;l ; 
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/media/5b874e9b-5588-4bec-b386-d83d59a20401/covid-19-reportable-events-guidance.pdf; https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/advice-and-
guidance/coronavirus/provider-guide-to-coronavirus/questions-and-answers/; https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/media/2160f8e2-2c05-4156-90e2-9ee8d868007b/uni-connect-programme-an-
update-from-the-office-for-students.pdf

https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/media/3353f2e8-179a-4fbd-b257-a2951d18868e/f3-f4-notice-new-reporting-requirements-march2020.pdf;l
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/media/5b874e9b-5588-4bec-b386-d83d59a20401/covid-19-reportable-events-guidance.pdf
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/advice-and-guidance/coronavirus/provider-guide-to-coronavirus/questions-and-answers/
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/media/2160f8e2-2c05-4156-90e2-9ee8d868007b/uni-connect-programme-an-update-from-the-office-for-students.pdf


‘Providers are expected to seek to deliver their approved access and 

participation plans. Providers are particularly expected to deliver in full the 

financial commitments they have made to current students under a 2019-20 

plan and future students under a 2020-21 onwards plan….

There may be occasions where it is not possible to deliver commitments as 

originally planned – for example the delivery of face-to-face outreach activity 

in schools which have been closed as a result of the coronavirus outbreak….

When making regulatory decisions in the future, we will look at whether a 

provider made reasonable decisions about its delivery of the commitments in 

its plans.’



'It is important that providers consider how their responses to the current situation will affect 

all students and, in particular, those who might be most vulnerable to disruption. This includes 

students suffering from coronavirus or who need to self-isolate, international students, and 

students unable or less able to access remote learning for whatever reason, together with 

care leavers, those estranged from their families, and students with disabilities....

• Guaranteed appropriate accommodation.

• Continued access to established financial support, and to immediate hardship funding if 

necessary.

• Practical support to access food, medical and cleaning supplies.

• Ongoing access to a first point of contact for student queries and concerns.

• Ongoing access to student support networks, mental health support and academic support 

where required.



'We expect Uni Connect partnerships to explore alternative modes of 

engagement and delivery in response to the current environment.

In particular, we would like you to identify:

• How your approach could support broader groups of underrepresented 

students, not just those in your target schools and wards.

• The information, advice and guidance needs of students applying to higher 

education in the current admissions cycle.'



Uni Connect partnerships are already engaged with online activity e.g.

• Online mentoring and tutoring

• Live and pre-recorded workshops

• Webinars

• 1-2-1 emails, videos and phone calls

• Low impact evaluation activities

All partnerships are making activities virtual, some going live after Easter holidays, but have 

reported the need to take care with:

• Overwhelming parents and teachers with volume of online activity

• Safeguarding and GDPR

• Engaging learners (especially younger) with pre-recorded content / webinars

• Volume and quality of third-party providers.



• Graduate employment

• Academic year 2020-21

• Economic, public service and community recovery

• For which we need to:

• not assume the same policies and approaches as before

• build on local and national partnership and resilience

And coming rapidly into view...



Thank you for listening
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