
Covid-19
IMPLICATIONS FOR SCHOOLS 

AND ADMISSIONS



The 3 As

Aspirations Applications Attainment



Planning 
Backwards

• 10-year programme

• A student would eventually 
progress through all 
elements

• Picking up knowledge 
along the way

• Empowering staff and 
parents

• Connections between 
Primaries, Secondaries and 
Universities

• Long-term, systemic way of 
thinking
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Sixth Form
Direct impact on post-18 

destinations



Sixth Form -
Aspirations
• Open days went virtual

• No real-life visitation

• Lack of face-to-face contact 
with staff about their future 
pathways

• No guest speakers into school in 
personal development time

• Comfort in applying to local 
universities 

• UCAS fair cancelled twice



Sixth Form -
Applications

• Personal statement 
workshops before 
summer

• Support for medical 
UCAT and BMAT

• Super-curricular 
experiences to discuss in 
personal 
statements/interviews:

• Work experience

• Summer schools

• Cultural capital



Sixth Form – Attainment

• Varying provision on lockdown

• Work set online – few 'live' lessons

• Sixth Form opened for 4 weeks before 
summer – bubble restrictions, same class 
all day with a non-specialist member of 
staff
• Home challenges

• Internet

• Caring responsibilities

• No quiet space to work

• Fear about how exams will go ahead in 
summer 2021



OxNet

• Seminar series 
interrupted

• Easter school and 
summer school online

• Challenges with 
engagement and 
access

• 2020-21 programme is 
fully virtual 



Lower School
Long-term impact on 
post-18 destinations



Southmoor
Scholars

Last Year

• Oxford residential cancelled

• Independent project carried 
out at home without 1-2-1 
supervision

• No graduation event

This Year

• Virtual lectures

• Limited spaces due to 
classroom size and social 
distancing



NECOP

• Mentoring celebration 

event cancelled

• Virtual HE ambassador 

workshops

• Virtual external sessions 

e.g. David Hodgson's 'The 

Buzz'



Primary School
Culture shift



Outreach

• Planned primary school 
visits cancelled

• Online provision 
created, but struggle 
to balance curriculum 
provision with extra-
curricular activities –
already packed home 
learning schedule



What now?



September 
onwards

• Catching up with lockdown 

work

• Bridging the gap

• Extra lessons in place of 

personal development

• No trips or external visitors

• 14-day isolation for staff and 

students 



Concluding Thoughts



The 3 As Revisited

Aspirations Applications Attainment
Long-term 

and short-

term impact

Less support 

and cultural 

capital

Disrupted learning 

and differing 

access to home 

learning and 

independent 

study


