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The impacts of COVID-19
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Educational impact

Despite our best efforts, groups of children and young people will return to school 

having missed substantial parts of their education. The Education Endowment 

Foundation’s rapid evidence review suggests that school closures are likely to reverse 

progress made to narrow the gap in the last decade. Their projections indicate that 

school closures will widen the attainment gap between disadvantaged children and 

their peers, likely reversing progress made to narrow the gap since 2011. The median 

estimate indicates that the gap would widen by 36%.

However, the estimated rate of gap widening varied substantially between studies, 

meaning that there is a high level of uncertainty around this average. Plausible “good” 

and “bad” estimates range from the gap widening from 11% to 75%.
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Social impact

There is no universal experience of or response to the lockdown, but some families are 

under considerably more pressure confined in their homes. We know there has been a 

significant increase in domestic violence. We believe there will be implications of the 

lockdown for mental ill-health. Some children and young people, and staff will be 

bereaved. 

There are families we were already worried about before COVID-19. For some of these, 

the lockdown will have intensified stress on family life. There are also families where we 

had some concerns – and some others where we had no concerns – who are now under 

considerable pressure.
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Economic impact

The Government has put in place safety nets to protect as many adults as possible from 

the economic effect of COVID-19. But for some families, the economic consequences 

are likely to be felt for some time to come. 

The strong likelihood is that we will see a rise in child poverty, unemployment, especially 

youth unemployment with the broader welfare issues that go along with that. This is a 

challenge for us all.
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This analysis leads us to propose some principles that we believe should underpin 

decisions about education continuity planning:

1. Equity: the just provision and distribution of resources to pupils in a way that reflects 

their needs and requirements, positively impacting those who have increased 

vulnerabilities, have the most significant gaps in learning and the lowest 

engagement with remote education.

2. Resilience: the need to find solutions that adapt well in the face of multiple stresses 

on individuals, families, schools and the sector.

3. Flexibility: the exercise of discretion and good judgement in the best interests of 

young people.
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Building resilience – “rising strong”
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Ann Mastin, writing in The American Psychologist in 2001, says that “the study of 

resilience in development has overturned many negative assumptions and deficit-

focused models about children and young people growing up under the threat of 

disadvantage and adversity. The most surprising conclusion emerging from studies of 

these children and young people is the ordinariness of resilience.” 

Her conclusion is that resilience is made of ordinary rather than extraordinary 

processes. She calls this ‘ordinary magic’.
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Resilience in the context of outreach 

• Moving resources online

• Remote HE access days

• Destinations - additional latitude
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Awarding qualifications in the summer 2020

The past weeks have been very unsettling for young people, since the announcement 

that exams have been cancelled this summer

Ofqual’s over-riding aim in awarding qualifications this summer is to be fair to students 

and to make sure they are not disadvantaged in their progress to university, 

apprenticeships, training or work because of these unprecedented conditions.

Ofqual is going to apply statistical moderation to grades across schools and colleges, to 

make sure that, as far as possible, results are fair and that students are not advantaged 

or disadvantaged because their schools or colleges are more generous or harsh than 

others when making those judgements. That means the final grade they get could be 

different from the one their school or college sent to the exam board.
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Additional latitude

Teachers will have awarded grades as fairly as possible.  However, unconscious bias may 

affect teacher decisions in some cases.  Any bias does not happen in  predictable ways, 

and so is hard to adjust for. It may adversely affect pupils from lower socio economic 

groups of from BAME backgrounds.

Therefore it is very important that universities give additional latitude – in this year 

more so than in others, give students the benefit of the doubt and take a broad 

approach to evidence. 
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“There is no trust more sacred than the one 
the world holds with children. ” 
Kofi Annan, The State of the World’s Children, 2000
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