
 

 

 

 

NEON Establishing Evidence and Measuring Impact Working Group Meeting 

Thursday 21st March 2019 – 12.30pm – 16.00pm 

 

AGENDA 
 

12.30 – 13.15  Arrival and Lunch 

13.15 – 14.00 Go Higher West Yorkshire NCOP: Anna Woodhouse and Jemma Basham- Realist 
methodology and The Young Researchers project 
 
The GHWY evaluation framework applies a Realist methodology, to seek to 
understand, ‘what works’, for whom, in what circumstances and why. Realist 
evaluation allows for a theory driven evaluation of the overall programme, as it 
draws on the perspectives of the actors involved to fully grasp how programmes are 
understood, and the way in which participants are engaged. Co-production of the 
evaluation interventions is integral to our method selection. A central element of 
our work at GHWY is to engage with the communities we are attempting to impact. 
In this sense, we wish to co- produce our content and our approach to evaluation. 
This approach enables us, as evaluators, to combine our roles as evidence collectors 
and analysts with facilitating communities to play an active part in our programme 
assessment and review.  

 
The Young Researchers project is a good example of how this co-production works 
in practice. This project employed a Participatory Action Research approach, training 
young people to interview members of their own family and community about their 
experiences of education and attitudes to Higher Education. Young Researchers is 
just one example of our broader participatory approach to delivery and evaluation. 
More recently, we brought young people from across the project together (including 
the young researchers), to talk about their experiences of taking part in various 
NCOP projects, and the impact this has had upon them, in a dynamic multi-media 
event: Learner Voice Live.  
 
 

14.00 – 14.45 Working Group Discussion  
Discussion around monitoring and evaluation of the NCOP programme in Phase 2 
 

14.45 – 15.00 Break 

15.00 – 15.45  Open Discussion & Topics for future meetings 
Attendees to provide advance questions they want to raise to the group 
 

15.45 – 16.00 Wrap Up and Close  
 

 
Please notify apologies or requests for working group presentations to Emma Church 

(E.Church@lboro.ac.uk)  

https://www.gohigherwestyorks.ac.uk/news/putting-pupils-in-control-an-action-research-project-exploring-progression-opportunities/
mailto:E.Church@lboro.ac.uk

