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Young Researchers: 
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Background 



Participatory action research is a collaborative effort in which people whose lives 
might be affected by research are partners in designing, undertaking and 
disseminating research to influence socially just change.

Durham University, Centre for Social Justice and Community Action, 
https://www.dur.ac.uk/socialjustice/aboutthecentre/
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Rationale
Theoretical Significance in the NCOP context:

• Participatory
• Empowering / builds confidence and develops agency
• Encourages reflective practice
• Raises aspirations
• Develops social and cultural capital

Practical Significance in the NCOP context:

• Engages families and the wider community
• Develops skills and knowledge relevant to further study



Objectives
1. To  provide  young  people  with the opportunity to reflect on their own decision 

making as they make key decisions that will affect their future.

2. To increase their confidence, self-esteem and capabilities.

3.  To collect a robust data source from a previously unheard voice about the  
barriers in disadvantaged communities, and potential solutions 



Castleford Academy : Pilot 1



Outcomes 



Introducing the Reflective Diary…
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Outcomes 



Young Researchers’ Objectives
To be able to 
present 
information 
better

To be able to talk confidently 
towards an audience and 
maintain eye contact.  That 
over the time of the course 
I’ll be able to present my 
information and use 
research to back up my 
ideas. 

In preparation for 
college

I think that I will 
develop researching 

skills, communication 
skills, presentation 

skills. These skills are 
important in the 

future because of 
interviews and jobs

To improve 
my 

confidence



What did you find most 
surprising?

I’m glad that mum thinks it’s a good idea to do higher education, 
and shocked that she did it whilst working

Higher education wasn’t available for everyone 

I learnt that it’s harder to learn things when you’re older

I find it surprising that a lot of older people have not gone to uni.

That they [my interviewee] wanted to go to university but couldn’t 
because of financial problems



On HE: Interviewee Responses…
I think it’s great, and promises a great life. I definitely think everyone should at least give 

it a try

I think its amazing. It gave me the opportunity to not only learn two languages but also 
to travel

I totally think you should think about it
Not suitable for everybody  [but] good for some people

A good way to further your job choices. We should consider going as we have potential 
and we can learn a lot

Everyone should have the chance to go to university

I think HE is the way forward for young people to progress in their chose careers
Very costly [but] if you want to go you should. Higher education isn’t for everyone



Interviewee Responses…



Young Researchers’ Reflections….
I’ve got two points to make: one of them about feeling more 
comfortable in lessons. However in here I felt like I could argue 
points back …I felt like I could say things

It can lead to a whole new conversation. 

You can talk to people more comfortably and more confidently. 

We were working as professional researchers.

I feel like the first time you do it it’s more difficult…. Every time 
you don’t do very well 
You learn from your mistakes. (On interviewing)

I’ve learned quite a lot about research 

Getting your point across has been a lot easier than it usually 
is….  I’ve applied it to other places such as English. In English we 
do a lot of reports and this will really help with that.



Next Steps



Learner
Voice 
Live 
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