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Background to the project  
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The missing type of evidence

We’ve got quite a lot 

of this

Some of this, and 

getting better

Missing piece of 

the puzzle
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How do we generate causal evidence?  

Match 

Randomised controlled trials Quasi-experimental designs 
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Challenges to using RCTs and QEDs

● Small sample sizes (small n)

● Complex multi-intervention programmes 

● Cost and resourcing
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Small n project 

Sector 

consultation

Methodology 

review  

Translate the 

guidance 

Pilot impact 

evaluations 
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Available resources 
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Finding the guidance on the TASO website 
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Pilot small n impact evaluations 

Provider Intervention Small n methodology 

HEP 1 Gypsy, Romany, and Traveller WP outreach 

programme 

Realist evaluation 

HEP 2 Micro work experience placements Realist evaluation 

HEP 3 Student Colleagues - work experience Most Significant Change Evaluation / 

Transformative Evaluation 

HEP 4 Jumpstart mature learners outreach programme Qualitative Comparative Analysis / 

contribution analysis 

HEP 5 Creative Pathways - arts participation outreach 

programme 

Contribution analysis

HEP 6 HE Tutorial Supervisor - learning difficulty/disability Contribution analysis
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There will be a series of outputs per pilot evaluation

Summary 

report 

Final 

report 

Case 

study 

Theory of 

change 



Questions? 
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Discussion points 

● Are there additional resources that you would find useful to further ‘translate’ the small n 

guidance?  E.g., a list of recommended trainings for each methodology.  

● When TASO launches the outputs from the small n pilots, what would you like the event to 

cover? E.g.,

○ Reflections from the pilot partners about their experiences of using the methodologies 

○ Results of the pilots - e.g., the findings of the impact evaluations 

○ Workshop sessions - eg., how to develop a theory of change for complex interventions 

or small n interventions 

○ Anything else?


