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“The Brilliant Club exists to 

increase the number of pupils 

from under-represented 

backgrounds that progress to 

highly-selective universities. We 

do this by mobilising the PhD

community to share its expertise 

with state schools.”

Mission



Why Start at Primary School?

• Early intervention means identifying and providing 
effective early support to children and young people who are at 
risk of poor outcomes. 

• Effective early intervention works to prevent problems 
occurring, or to tackle them head-on when they do, before 
problems get worse.

• The Brilliant Club believes that giving Primary age pupils the 
knowledge, skills and confidence to attend the very best 
universities means that the foundations of success are laid 
down early and have a positive impact throughout their 
education.  



Our reach

We work with state schools in 
England, Wales, Scotland 
and Northern Ireland. 

No school is too remote! 



The inequality in access to the most-

selective universities is stark 

UCAS comparison of progression to highly-selective universities from 18 

year-olds in the ‘most advantaged’ and ‘least advantaged’ quintiles:

1/4
Of the ‘most advantaged’ 

progress

1/50
Of the ‘least advantaged’ 

progress

The Brilliant Club exists to re-dress this balance and the earlier we start to give students from the least advantaged 
backgrounds these skills and confidence the better the outcomes for them are.



“Even if all possible steps were taken to 
minimise the impact of school closures on the 
attainment gap, having students away from 
school for a long period is likely to have a 
substantial impact on attainment, especially for 
those from the most disadvantaged 
backgrounds. 

Looking in the longer term, it will be important 
to put in place interventions to help students to 
catch up when schools restart. This could for 
example include increasing the pupil premium 
to help schools provide additional support for 
disadvantaged students when they return to 
school.”



The EEF's rapid evidence assessment examines 
the potential impact of school closures on the 
attainment gap: Key findings and implications 
include:

•School closures are likely to reverse progress 
made to close the gap in the last decade since 
2011.

•Supporting effective remote learning will 
mitigate the extent to which the gap widens.

•Sustained support will be needed to help 
disadvantaged pupils catch up.



IFS says better-off children spending 30% more 
time each day on educational activities
Keeping schools closed to tackle the 
coronavirus pandemic is almost certain to 
increase educational inequalities between 
children from the richest and poorest families.



Impact

“For the fourth year running, pupils who completed 

The Scholars Programme are statistically 

significantly more likely to apply, receive an offer and 
progress to a highly-selective university than pupils 
from similar backgrounds.”

Attainment

Deeper learning skills

University knowledge



Academic 

knowledge
University 

Experience

IMPACT



“The Scholars Programme was a wonderful 

opportunity for me and I am so happy that I was 

selected to participate. I would love to do it again 

because the topics and tutorials were so interesting 

and engaging and I learnt a lot.”

“Participating in The Scholars Programme and 

working with my PhD Tutor has made me realise

that university is a possibility for me… something that  

I had never considered part of my future before 

now”

UCAS Evaluation, 2018

Scholars Programme Pupil 
Quotes, 2018-19



Selecting pupils

We require that at least 55% of pupils registered on the 
programme fulfil at least one of the following criteria:

• Eligible for Pupil premium or equivalent

• No parental history of higher education

• Deprivation according to postcode

We don’t have any specific attainment criteria; teachers 
are the best judge of who will benefit. It is a challenging 
programme, so we advise selecting pupils who could 
benefit from this experience. 



The Scholars 
Programme

Launch trip
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report
12 pupils 
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placement



PhD 

Tutors

World experts in 

their subject 

area

Great 

Communicators 

Passionate 

about their 

subject

Committed to 

the mission

Excited to work 

with your pupils



Example Programmes



Launch 
Event

Tutorial 1

Virtual  

Campus 

Tour

Live 

Information 

Advice & 

Guidance

Session 

Live 

Study skills

Live Q&A 

session with 

student 

ambassadors 



T2-5
Small group 

tutorials

Independent 
study

WeeklyUniversity 

Style 

Module

Virtual or 
Socially 

distanced 
F2F



Final 

Assignment

Draft 

assignment

Tutorial 6

One to one 

feedback

Tutorial 7

One to one 

feedback

2.2!

Final 

assignment



Graduation 
EventGraduation 

ceremony

Virtual 

Campus 

Tour

Live 

Information 

Advice & 

Guidance

Session

Reflection

sessions

Live Q&A 

session with 

student 

ambassadors 



School Impact Reports



Further reporting needs

The Scholars Programme supports schools to meet statutory 
regulations for Pupil Premium and Ofsted. 

Our School impact reports include wording which can be 
used to articulate the impact of The Scholars Programme 
within each framework.

SEFOfsted

Pupil 

Premium 

reporting 

Gatsby 

Objectives



School contribution

£2,100 for 12 pupils 

(1 placement)

The school contribution is supplemented by funding from our university partners and 

charity fundraising

£175 per 

pupil



Any questions?



Interested?

Get in touch:
Alexandra.jones@thebrilliantclub.org

Or

Enquiry@thebrilliantclub.org

mailto:Alexandra.jones@thebrilliantclub.org
mailto:Enquiry@thebrilliantclub.org

