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England 32.5% 

Northern Ireland 34.8% 

Scotland 25.3%

535,200 (+0.5%)  Acceptances: 

End of Cycle report 2016

Wales 29.5% 

18 year old UG entry rates: 
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Multiple Equality Measure 
(MEM) 

A range of equality dimensions are 
combined to create an entry probability: 
the multiple equality measure (MEM)
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The ratio of 18-year-old 
entry rates for MEM 
group 5 to MEM group 1 
remained at 3.8 in 2015 
(the first time it had not 
fallen since 2006) and 
again in 2016.

MEM: WP progress slows 
18-year-old entry rate ratio: Multiple equality measure groups 
(group 5:group 1)
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Our new impact assessment tool

• Evaluates the effectiveness of WP activities by looking at HE 
outcomes for groups and individuals.

• Shows how application, offer, and acceptance rates for a cohort 
compare to an academically and demographically similar control 
group.

• Demonstrates where significant change has
been seen.

STROBE Data and 
analytical 
services

strobe@ucas.ac.uk @ucas_analysis
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• More inclusive of a diversity of user groups and support needs.

• Additional questions to allow learners to self-declare support 
needs

• User testing ensures under-represented learners are not 
inadvertently disadvantaged.

• Working with sector organisations, HE providers, WP groups, 
teacher and adviser communities.

New application management 
service (AMS)
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• Estranged learners

• Student carers

• Learners with parental responsibilities

• Refugees and asylum seekers

• More inclusive gender question

New questions to identify: Admissions 
services 

Information 
and advice

Stakeholder 
engagement

Help text

User testing

Communication

Internal 
training



Information 
and advice 

Careers information from sector experts 

Advice on where and what to study

Financial advice

All progression options (e.g. apprenticeships)

Advice on qualifications choices



New WP web page

www.ucas.com/widening-participationInformation 
and advice



UCAS support for 
contextualised admissions 
• UCAS Contextual Data Service.

• Work with the Fair Education Alliance. 

• Supporting Professionalism in 
Admissions (SPA) good practice.

Contextualised 
Admissions

www.ucas.com/contextualised-admissions
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