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WP at Sussex

• 80 schools

• Coastal and rural
• Hastings

• Primary

Sussex 
Partnerships

• Croydon 

• South London
• ‘Cold spots’

London 
Partnerships
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Opportunities
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• Into University
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• Two Learning 
Mentors

• Crawley 
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Academic Events

Year 7/8 
Events

Making 
Choices

Year 10 
Events

Year 10 
Summer 
School

Sussex 
Study 

Experience

Year 12 
Summer 
School

Year 12 
Events

Attainment

Aspiration

Confidence and Awareness



Funding process

Initial 
discussion

Proposal

Agreement

Logistics

WIDENING PARTICIPATION
Academic Ev ents Proposal Form

2017-18

ABOUT YOU BUDGET

Lead Academic
Development costs - please indicate any time you (and/or colleagues) will spend 
preparing the event. ONLY USE 'HOURS' COLUMNAcademic school

Department Hours Total

Email address STAFF - Faculty Hours £0.00

Contact Number STAFF - Associate Tutor 
Hours £0.00

STAFF - UG Senior 
Ambassador Hours £0.00

ABOUT THE EVENT STAFF - Grade 4 Hours £0.00

Resources & Materials. List below

We have seven core projects across the age groups we work with. Please indicate which 
project you would like to be part of. If you are unsure about the projects, please discuss with 
the Events Manager or refer to the Academic Handbook. 

Year 7/8 Events - Taster Days and Conferences

Year 8/9 Making Choices TOTAL DEVELOPMENT COSTS £0.00

Year 9/10 Events

Year 10 Summer School - July residential Delivery costs - please indicate any time you (and/or colleagues) will spend delivering 
the event. ONLY USE 'HOURS' COLUMNSussex Study Experience

Year 12 Academic Events Hours Total

Year 12 Summer School - July residential STAFF - Faculty Hours £0.00

Other - In-school events, General Outreach etc.
STAFF - Associate Tutor 
Hours £0.00

STAFF - UG Senior 
Ambassador Hours £0.00

Please give us a brief overview of your proposed event STAFF - Grade 4 Hours £0.00

Resources & Materials. List below

TOTAL DELIVERY COSTS £0.00

TOTAL COSTS £0.00



Initial discussions

Funding 
granted?

Targeting

Curriculum 
Matching

Value for 
money?

Evaluation 
and 

feedback



Targeting

• Partnerships 
with 80 
schools and 
colleges

First-
Generation 
Scholars

• Access 
agreement 
targets

POLAR 3 
Quintile 1 & 2

• Working with 
targeted 
areas and 
partners

Disability, 
LAC, Care 
Leaver, BAME



Curriculum Matching



Value for Money

Cost per 
student

Nature of 
intervention –
gaps, location 

etc.

Sustainability Targeting



Evaluation and Feedback



Evaluation and Feedback
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Developed self-confidence Developed team-work skills Developed motivation to achieve well



Academic CPD sessions

Behaviour for Learning

Creating and Planning Sessions



WP Profiling



What do academics gain?

“Yes, the sessions demand 

planning and thought but 

they are always hugely 

rewarding, inspiring and 

fun. There is a rawness in 

expression and thought that 

truly inspires me”

Verona Ni Drisceoil, Law

“The most rewarding 

aspect of the WP work we 

do is the attempt to break 

down assumptions behind 

‘studying English’. My 

extensive WP work has 

proved immensely 

beneficial to my own 

teaching practises”

Tom Wright, English



What do academics gain?

“It helps embed my work 

as an academic historian 

in the local community 

and gives me a better 

understanding of how our 

university teaching builds 

on students’ longer 

historical education”

Jake Norris, History

“Working with SSE has 

been really encouraging, 

especially as a female 

engineer. I personally love 

contributing to inspiring 

girls to choose engineering 

and computing”

Elizabeth Rendon-

Morales, Engineering

Also helps to meet public 

engagement and use for 

research impact on REF



Case Study – Sussex Writes

Boys

BAME

Q1/Q2



Other services

 Thank you events – awards ceremony?

 References provided for awards 

 Academic handbook

 Future - customer service questionnaire 

evaluating our service



Questions



Making Choices with US –
creating the link between 

KS4 choices and 
attainment, HE and careers





Initial thoughts…

Bringing 

together 

outreach and 

subject-specific 

activity

Offer an 

extended, 

longitudinal 

programme for 

younger year 
group

Support GCSE 

choices whilst 

exploring new 

subject and 

topics

Engage parents 

and carers at a 

key age



What it could look like…
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Stakeholders

Academics Schools

Students
WP at 

Sussex



Making it happen…



Logistics

Academics Schools



Logistics



Logistics



Resources



Resources



Subjects

STEM
Pharmacy, Life Sciences, 
Robotics, Engineering, 

Medicine, Maths, Physics

ARTS
English, Music, Art History, 

Film Studies

HUMANITIES
History, Geography, Media, 

Business, Philosophy

SOCIAL 
SCIENCES

Law, Politics, Sociology

Making 
Choices



Evaluation

Start and end of 
programme, 
focussing on 

attitudinal 
change towards 

university

Attitudinal Change

Each academic 
day. Considering 

subject in 
future? What 
worked, what 

didn’t

Operational

Has Making 
Choices made a 
difference? How 
has graduation 
event helped?

Parent/Teacher



Students

“I decided to choose 
Sociology because of the 

programme”

“It inspired me to do 
History”

“Art History influenced 
me to consider Art in my 

options”



Students

72% 
said Making 
Choices will 
help them 

make decisions 
in the future

86% 
said they felt 

more confident in 
their ability to 

learn new things

89% 
said they felt 

more motivated 
to achieve well in 

GCSEs

74% 
said they were 
confident they 
would enjoy 
university life

77% 
said they were 
able to handle 

more challenging 
work in lessons



Parents

“A lot of the 

barriers I 

thought were 

there were 

explained away 

this evening”

“She has seen 

a future she 

never thought 

possible”

“He’s always said 

he doesn’t want to 

go to university 

but now he is 

considering it”

“Encouraged him 

and made him 

feel good about 

studying”

“Making 

Choices is like 

a window into 

their future”

“It has been a 

brilliant opportunity 

– wish I’d had the 

same when I was 

at school”



Parents

86% 
said they hope 

their young 
person attends 

university

66% 
said they were 

less worried 
about the 

financial aspect 
of studying at 

university

73% 
said they were 
more aware of 
the differences 
between school 
and university

76% 
said they were 
more aware of 
the social, sports 

and cultural 
opportunities at 

university

82% 
said they were 
more aware of 

the student 
finance system



Teachers

“I have just had the privilege to 

interview all the Making Choices 

students. I will put together their 

comments but all agreed it was 

great and that we should other it 

again. I have seen these students 

really grow and it has helped focus 

them in school too”

Alison Browning,             

Varndean School



New developments 2017/8

10.00 10.15 10.50 11.35 12.20 13.05 13.45 14.30

St 

Catherine’s 

College

Register

Fulton 

Social 
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Guest 

Speaker

Cameron 

Parker

Fulton A

Post-18 Careers

Alan Bullock

Jubilee 143

Gap Years

Lucy Devall

Jubilee 143

LUNCH

Eat Central

Careers

Rosie, Lauren, Gav

Fulton 209

Study Abroad

Chris, Sarah

Fulton 209

Evaluation 

and Finish

Fulton 209

Making Choices +

Grow to 19 

academic subjects

Two more schools



Please email wpevents@sussex.ac.uk for any resources 

we have outlines in these papers including:

Evaluation forms

Feedback forms

Academic Handbook

Academic CPD sessions

Making Choices Graduation Yearbook

Anything else that might be useful

Resources

mailto:wpevents@sussex.ac.uk


Final thought

“I am proud to be here 

discussing Making Choices 

and our work with 

academics. It has been an 

amazing journey, working 

with committed academics, 

brilliant colleagues, 

wonderful students and 

making a real difference…”



Questions


